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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1958.  The  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  given  in  Circular 
22/58  (Wales). 

During  1958  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  showed  no  unusual 
trend.  A sharp  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  and  404  cases  were 
notified  between  January  and  July.  Thanks,  however,  to  the 
prevention  of  complications  by  antibiotics  and  chemotherapy  no 
deaths  occurred.  Such  a number  of  cases  of  measles  a generation 
ago  would  of  necessity  have  resulted  in  a number  of  deaths.  For 
the  fourth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in 
the  area  of  the  rural  district.  The  local  health  authority  continued 
to  offer  inoculation  against  the  disease  and  during  the  year  the 
service  was  extended  to  all  children  between  the  ages  of  6 months 
and  16  years.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a small  outbreak  of  Sonnei 
Dysentery  occurred  in  the  village  of  Gamswllt  involving  a small 
number  of  children. 

Housing  continued  to  be  the  concern  of  the  Health  Department. 
During  the  year  94  families  were  rehoused  under  the  Points  Scheme, 
46  of  these  were  living  in  apartments  and  in  33  instances  rehousing 
took  place  in  order  to  remove  the  applicants  from  the  unfit  houses 
in  which  they  were  living.  In  49  instances  some  consideration  was 
given  to  illness  or  other  health  factors  in  the  applicant’s  family 
and  in  five  of  these  priority  was  given  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

During  1958  the  Litter  Act  became  law.  The  problem  of 
litter  is  an  especially  difficult  one  in  this  area  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 


that  whereas  education  and  propaganda  methods  have  failed  that 
prosecution  under  the  new  Act  will  have  a more  beneficial  effect. 
On  Sunday  mornings  the  filth  is  most  obnoxious  in  the  centres  of 
the  various  townships  in  this  area.  Pavements  are  sometimes 
almost  entirely  covered  with  fish  and  chip  papers,  pieces  of  old 
newspaper,  cigarette  cartons  and  other  litter.  This  gradually 
disappears  during  the  week  only  to  break  out  afresh  after  the  next 
Saturday  night. 

The  Health  Department  has  continued  to  regularly  survey  the 
not  inconsiderable  number  of  water  supplies  provided  by  this 
Council  to  supplement  the  main  supply  from  Cray  Reservoir.  On 
the  whole  results  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of  these 
waters  have  been  satisfactory  but  some  of  the  small  and  more 
remote  supplies  are  by  nature  potentially  unsatisfactory  and  the 
remedy  lies  in  the  linking  of  as  many  rural  hamlets  and  properties 
as  possible  to  the  main  trunk  supplies.  Some  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  outlying  villages  owing  to  acid  waters  of  high 
plumo-solvency  acting  on  lead  pipes  in  certain  old  properties. 
Whereas  the  amount  of  lead  in  this  water  is  usually  well  below 
safe  limits  it  has  been  found  advisable  in  certain  instances  to 
recommend  the  householders  to  run  to  waste  each  morning  the 
water  which  has  been  lying  in  the  pipes  overnight.  During  the 
year  the  regrouping  of  water  undertakings  was  under  consideration 
in  Great  Britain  as  a whole. 

During  February  action  was  taken  by  the  Department  in 
common  with  a number  of  other  authorities  to  deal  with  a 
consignment  of  Lebanese  apples  which  were  found  to  be 
contaminated  by  a whitish  powder  containing  traces  of  lead  and 
arsenic.  These  apples  had  been  soiled  by  being  sprayed — whilst 
growing— with  insecticides  or  fungicides  containing  the  above 
mentioned  poisons  possibly  in  the  form  of  lead  arsenate.  Most 
of  this  white  powder  is  brushed  off  in  transit  but  an  accumulation 
of  it  may  be  left  in  the  hollow  around  the  calyx  of  the  apple  and 
also  at  the  opposite  end.  All  supplies  in  the  area  were  returned  to 
the  wholesalers  concerned  but  laboratory  examination  of  the 
powder  suggested  that  there  would  be  no  likely  risk  to  health  if  the 
apples  were  peeled  and  quartered  or  thoroughly  washed  before 
eating. 

During  the  year  considerable  interest  was  shown  in  this  area 
concerning  reports  that  the  fall-out  of  radioactive  strontium  90 
trom  weapon  testing  was  considerably  higher  in  areas  such  as  this 
where  there  is  a high  rainfall  and  that  the  amount  taken  up  from 
uie  top  soil  by  herbage  was  also  higher  in  mountain  pastures 
dehcient  in  lime.  Several  reports  ware  made  on  this  subiect  and  it 
was  agreed  that  although  this  fall-out  probably  did  not  present 
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a health  hazard  at  the  moment  there  was  need  to  review  the  matter 
from  time  to  time  and  so  long  as  weapon  testing  continued  there 
would  be  no  grounds  for  indefinite  complacency. 

Once  again  a very  wet  year  was  experienced  and  an  annual 
rainfall  of  over  75  inches  was  recorded  at  Ystalyfera.  During 
the  month  of  September  a total  rainfall  of  12.74  inches  was 
recorded  and  on  one  day,  September  23rd,  2i  inches  fell.  On  this 
day  the  worst  flooding  for  a number  of  years  occurred  in 
Pontardawe. 

It  is  desired  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  cooperation  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Department  and  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  who 
have  at  all  times  carried  out  their  duties  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  M.  DAVIES 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  : 

Councillor  D.  G.  Thomas,  J.P. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  G.  M.  Davies,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 

Chief  Pubhc  Health  Inspector  : 

Ieuan  Lewis,  M.B.E.,  F.A.P.H.I.,  C.R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

G.  A.  Rees,  M.A.P.H.I. 

D.  J.  Davies,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

H.  Wynne  Jones,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.I.Hsg.,  C.R.S.H.  Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  CLERICAL  : 

Senior  Assistant  : John  Rogers 

Mary  E.  Davies,  Rufus  Thomas,  Gaynor  Walters,  Banks  P.  Rees 

SECTION  A— STATISTICS 

Area  as  given  on  Ordinance  Maps  34,969  acres 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of  mid-year  population  ...  3 1 ,750 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  1958  £231,347 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £870 

Number  of  live  births  426 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (crude)  13.42 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted) 13.55 

Number  of  Still-births  16 

Still-Birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  36.19 

Total  live  and  still-births 442 

Infant  Mortality  : — 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  8 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  18.78 

Death  rate  of  all  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  16.99 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 71.43 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  16  d.3 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  3.28 

Number  of  Deaths 451 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (crude)  14.20 

Death  rate  per  L000  population  (adjusted)  15.48 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  2.26 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) gg 

Deaths  from  Measles  Nd 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough Nil 

Deaths  from  Gastro -enteritis  (under  2 years) Nil 
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Part  Vin  of  the  Act.  OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111). 

There  was  one  outworker  employed  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

Report  under  Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948. 

Supervision  of  factories  was  carried  out  as  required,  and  all  defects  found  were  again  remedied 
without  the  institution  of  proceedings. 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1958 


NEO  NATAL 
MORTALITY 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Live  Births 

1 

1 

i 20.50 

1 21.38 

18.22 

l 

23.05 

1 

31.68 

1 

15.69 

1 

23.18 

l 

OO 

cn 

On 

18.13 

i 

23.38 

12.90 

22.05 

Deaths 
under 
4 weeks 

i 

1 
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189  1 

i 
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VO 
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14 

INFANT 

MORTALITY 

|Rate  per 
I 1.00C 
1 Live 
1 Births 

22.50 

i 

| 28.83  | 

29.97  | 

25.87 

r- 

m 

oo 

CN 

47.52  | 

22.82  | 
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27.82  | 
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23.26  | 

31.09  | 

28.57  | 
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12.90  | 

i l 

33.07 

Deaths 
under 
1 'tear 

16,620 
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353  | 

8 

OO 

OO 

\o 

! 

24 

VO 

OO 

VO 

DEATHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

U 

(O 

3 

•o 

1 

' 13.66 

i 

' 13.79  | 

' 13.18  j 

15.27 

' 13.67  1 

i 1 

12.84  | 

i 

13.33  | 

i 

OO 

Nt 

OO 

vr 

CO 

13.82  j 

1 

14.02 
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13.40  j 

1 Crude 

11.7 

OO 

oo 

« 

T— < 

11.89  | 

i 

11.87 

00 
V ■ < 

11.30  | 

10.11  | 

' 10.58  | 

t 

11.66  | 

1 10.70  1 

i 

' 11.42  | 

i 

15.24  | 

14.11  | 

Number 

of 

j| 

1 

J 

5 

526,7921 

i 

8,829  j 

6,366  | 

2,463  j 

591 

... 

i 

345 

380  j 

384  j 

170 

243  | 

i 

252 

L . 

160  i 

515  | 

i 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

| Adjusted 

i 

16.32 

16.18 

16.73 

14.57 

i 

16.37 

r- 

r-’ 

18.35  | 

i 

16.82  I 

16.99 

i 

17.44 

i 

14.61 

o 

OO 

Crude 

1 

16.4 

16.48 

16.51 

16.40 

14.15 

i 

16.54 
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18.66 

i 

17.82  | 

f 1 

17.70  | 

16.99  | 

17.44  | 

j 14.76  | 

17.40  | 

Number 

ot 

Births 
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738,323 

12,243 

oo 

ocT 

3,402 

564 

505 

i 

701  | 

vo 

258  | 

386  | 

VO 

OO 

cn 

155  | 

cn 

vo 

Estimated 

Population 

1958 

1 

743,100 

535,600 

207,500  | 

39,860 

30,540 

i . 

37,570 

36,300  | 

o 

OO 

•o 

22,720  | 

| 22,070 

| 10,500 

36,500 

England  and  Wales  — 

Administrative  County 

Urban  Districts  - 

Rural  Districts 

Health  Division.  Constituent  Districts 
Aberdare  and  Aberdare  Urban 
Mountain  Ash 

M ountain  Ash  Urban 

Caerphilly  and  Caerphilly  Urban  | 
Gelligaer 

Gelligaer  Urban 

Mid-Glamorgan  Bridgend  Urban  | 

Maes  teg  Urban  

Ogmore  & Garw 
Urban 

Porthcawl  Urban 
Penybont  Rural  

| 
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20.30  j 

19.67 
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16.96  j 

i 

16.94 
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i 1 

16.72  | 

i _ 

12.64  | 

13.55  | 
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14.56 

i 

15.81 

15.23  | 

18.63  | 

15.42  | 

20.71 

20.71 
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17.67  | 

i 

16.61 
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1— < 

18.79  j 

i 1 

15.92  | 

i 

; 15.92  | 

12.39  j 

1 ZVil 
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14.86  | 

i _ 

T— < 
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631  | 
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19.050 
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J 000'ZI 

25,740 

31,750  | 

Rhondda  Rhondda  M.  B.  | 106,400  1 

i l 

Neath  and  Neath  M.B. 

District 

Neath  Rural 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant  Rural 
Llantrisant 

Pontypridd  Urban 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Urban 
Glyncorr^g 

Port  Talbot  M.B. 

South  East  Barry  M.B. 

Glamorgan 

Cardiff  Rural 
Cowbridge  M.B. 
Cowbridge  Rural 
Penarth  Urban 

1 

West  Glamorgan  Gower  Rural  I 

1 

Llwchwr  Urban [ 

Pontardawe  Rural 
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£ MORTALITY.  Net  Deaths  At  Various  Ages  Under  One  Year. 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1958 
Births 


Live  Births 


” 

M. 

F . 

Total 

Total 

243 

183 

426 

Legitimate 

235 

177 

412 

Illegitimate 

8 

6 

14 

Still  Births 


M. 

— 
F . 

— 

Total 

Total  

9 

7 

16 

Legitimate 

9 

7 

16 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 


Deaths  of  Infants  under 

i 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1 Year  o 

E Ag 

e 

4 Weeks  o: 

Age 

M. 

F . 

Tola! 

M. 

F . 

Total 

Total  

3 

5 

8 

Total  

3 

4 

7 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

STATISTICAL  TABLE— COMPARISON  OF  POPULATION 
BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1938—1958 


Year 


rar  General's 
of  Population 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

Total 

Rate  per 
J.OOO 

Population 

33,940 

436 

12.8 

1 412 

12.11 

33,780 

420 

12.4 

418 

12.3 

33,220 

484 

13.8 

420 

12.6 

34,330 

552 

14.6 

407 

11.9 

32,510 

583 

16.8 

399 

12.3 

31,550 

570 

17.6 

406 

12.8 

32,250 

571 

17.7 

411 

12.7 

32,520 

515 

15.8 

399 

12.3 

33,160 

576 

17.4 

408 

12.3 

33,110 

557 

16.8 

426 

12.9 

32,760 

539 

16.5 

386 

11.8 

32,780 

472 

14.4 

432 

13.2 

32,650 

456 

13.97 

462 

14.15 

32,340 

428 

13.23 

458 

14.16 

32,110 

468 

14.57 

427 

13.30 

32,170 

448 

13.93 

425 

13.21 

32,1% 

459 

14  26 

430 

13.36 

32,170 

432 

13.43 

473 

14.70 

32,050 

439 

13.97 

477 

16.07 

31,880 

435 

13.78 

423 

^6 

31,750 

426 

13.55 

452 

15.52 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  1946—1958 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 
(Adjusted) 

Death  Rate  under 
One  Year  per 
1,000  Live  Births 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 
(Adjusted) 

1946 

17.4 

52.0 

12.3 

1947 

16.8 

45.0 

12.9 

1948 

16.5 

37.1 

11.8 

1949 

14.4 

51.0 

13.2 

1950 

13.97 

35.09 

14.15 

1951 

13.23 

30.37 

14.16 

1952 

14.57 

32.05 

13.30 

1953 

13.93 

49.11 

13.21 

1954 

14.26 

39.22 

13.36 

1955 

13.43 

20.83 

14.70 

1956 

13.97 

27.33 

16.07 

1957 

13.78 

27.59 

14.46 

1958 

13.55 

18.78 

15.52 
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DEATHS  FROM  VIOLENCE,  1958 


Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Rhyndwy- 

clydach 

Cilybebyl) 

Blaenegel 
& Mav 

Alltygru 

Cwmllyn- 

lell 

i Cl 

o > 

o\ 

Colliery  Accidents — 

Multiple  injuries  

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

„ Asphyxia  ....  

1 1 

1 

„ tiro  Ken  neck  

1 1 

1 

„ Fr.  skull 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Burns  accidentally  caused 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Fall  at  Home — fr.  femur 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

„ „ „ — fr.  pelvis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

' 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

6 

4 

2 



1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

SUICIDE,  1958 


Cause 

Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

M 

F 

Rhyndwy- 

clydach 

Alltygrug 

Asphyxia  due  to  drowning 

. . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  due  to  hanging  ... 

... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS,  1958 


Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Rhyndwy- 

clydach 

Cilybebyl! 

a>  b 

CO  > 
0?  rt 

ES 

« 

Godre- 

'rgraig 

Thrown  from  Motor-cycle 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Fall  from  motor-cycle 

1 

— 

— 

1 



_ 

Motor-cycle  running  off  road 

1 

— 

— 



1 

Pedestrian  knocked  down  by 
motor  vehicle 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

i 

TOTAL  

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

i 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

As  in  the  preceding  year,  all  samples  for  bacteriological 
examination  were  taken  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cockett, 
Swansea,  samples  for  chemical  analysis  again  being  taken  to  the 
County  Laboratory  at  Cardiff.  Samples  in  connection  with  air 
pollution  continued  to  be  dealt  with  at  Cardiff. 

Numbers  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows : — 

WATER  : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 57 

CHEMICAL  Analysis  40 

MILK  : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination 14 

ICECREAM  : 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination Nil 

CHEMICAL  Analysis  Nil 

SEWAGE  : 

Effluent  Analysis 4 

(b)  Welfare  Services,  Hospital  and  Ambulance  Services. 

The  Chest  Clinic  maintained  by  the  Glantawe  Hospital 

Management  Committee  was  closed  as  from  August,  1958.  The 

Clinic  has  fulfilled  a useful  purpose  for  many  years,  and  it  is  a 
matter  for  considerable  satisfaction  that  cases  have  been  so  reduced 
in  the  area  as  to  render  the  maintenance  of  the  out-station 
unnecessary. 

The  Ambulance  sub-station  continues  in  use,  the  Welfare  and 
Ambulance  services  within  the  area  being  the  responsibility  of  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council. 

The  tv/o  hospitals  within  the  area  at  Clydach  and  Gellynudd 
continue  to  be  administered  by  the  Glantawe  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  became  necessary  during  the  year  under  this  Act 
with  regard  to  the  burial  of  unclaimed  dead. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TOE 

AREA 

Water. 

The  bulk  of  the  District’s  water  supply  is  still  purchased  from 
the  Swansea  Corporation  and  is  received  from  the  Cray  Reservoir. 
This  mains  supply  is  supplemented  in  various  parts  of  the  area  by 
a number  of  tanks  and  springs  which  are  maintained  by  the 
Council’s  Water  and  Engineering  Department. 

Samples  taken  during  the  year  confirm  that : — 

(1)  All  sources  of  supply  are  adequate  and  generally 
satisfactory  as  to  quality  and  quantity. 

(2)  The  results  of  analysis  show  that  the  supplies  are  of  the 
nature  required  for  human  consumption. 

(3)  There  was  no  significant  evidence  of  contamination  by  lead 
in  any  sample  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 

(4)  As  most  of  the  buildings  in  the  area  are  now  connected  to 
the  main  supplies,  there  is  no  stand-pipe  system. 


Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Cooperation  with  Officers  of  the  South  West  Wales  Rivers 
Board  continues  on  a harmonious  note  in  all  matters  affecting 
jointly  our  responsibility  with  regard  to  river  pollution. 


Disinfestation. 


(a)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 
Number  of  (1)  Council  Houses 

Number  of  (2)  Other  Houses 


(i)  Infested 

(ii)  Disinfested 

(i)  Infested 

(ii)  Disinfested 


1 

1 

4 

4 


(b)  Methods  Employed  in  Disinfesting  Houses. 

The  customary  tried  and  proven  methods  of  disinfestation 
continued  in  use  and  proved  adequate. 


Sewage  and  Sev/age  Effluent. 

The  remarks  made  in  previous  years  still  hold  true  in  respect 
of  the  need  for  improvement  in  the  standard  of  effluent  beinn 
discharged  from  the  Council’s  various  treatment  works  It  is 
expected  that  improvement  must  rest  on  a complete  renewal  of 
existing  works  and  it  is  obvious  that  until  national  finances  permit 

the  operation  of  a joint  sewerage  scheme  little  improvement  can 
D6  expected. 


Development  of  Sewerage  Schemes. 

The  following  works  of  sewerage 
out  during  the  year  : 

Craigcefnparc  Privy  Conversion 

Scheme 

Ynysymond  Privy  Conversion 
Scheme 


expansion  have  been  carried 


£11,000  Almost  completed 
£500  Completed 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING 


In  so  far  as  Public  Health  Departments  are  concerned  housing 
improvements  rest  upon  three  major  foundations.  The  first  is  the 
repair  of  property  capable  of  repair.  The  second  is  the  clearance 
of  houses  incapable  of  repair  and  the  third  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  and  ill-health  by  the  rehousing  of  families  needing 
assistance  in  Council  houses.  The  tables  on  pages  20  and  21  show 
the  action  taken  in  the  two  latter  fields  during  the  year  and  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  indicates  the  action 
taken  by  the  Department  for  the  repair  of  unfit  premises. 

There  is  no  speculative  building  within  the  area  nor  is  there 
any  new  building  by  industrial  undertakings.  This  limits  the 
houses  available  to  those  becoming  casually  vacant  privately  or 
those  owned  and  built  by  the  Council.  It  is,  therefore,  to  the  local 
authority  that  families  in  the  area  look  for  the  provision  of  housing 
accommodation  and  this  is  the  reason  why  the  number  of 
applicants  still  maintains  its  high  level  in  spite  of  rehousing  work 
done  by  the  Council  since  1946. 

With  each  year  that  passes  houses  in  the  older  parts  of  the  area 
built  during  periods  of  industrial  expansion  70 — 100  years  ago  fall 
into  states  of  increasing  dilapidation.  Major  slum  clearance  action 
will  need  to  be  undertaken  in  these  areas  and  long  term  planning 
needed  for  the  bringing  of  those  plans  to  fruition. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  WAITING  LIST  — 31st  DECEMBER,  1958 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  REHOUSED.  SUMMARY.  Year:  1958 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  REHOUSED.  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEARS  1946—1958 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


MILK 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS  UNDER  THE 
MILK  REGULATIONS 


Parish  of 

o 

L. 

"ts 

Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

i o 

C i « 

-c  > ^ 

Llan- 

guicke 

Cily- 

bebyll 

Ynisy- 

mond 

Mawr 

Sources  ) 

Outside 

Area 

i ■- — 

Total 

Registere 

Distributors 

5 

11 

2 

1 

1 

6 

26 

Dairies 

4 

7 

1 

1 

1 

— 

14 

Dealers  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk 

2 

9 

2 

1 

2 

— 

16 

Dealers-Pasteurised 
Milk  

3 

10 

2 

1 

2 

— 

18 

Dealers-Sterilised 
Milk  

2 

5 

2 

1 

2 

— 

12 

Supplementary 
Licences- All 
Milks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Total  Registrations 

16 

42 

9 

5 

8 

12 

92 

Milk  Supply 

The  Regulations  governing  milk  distribution  have  been  fully 
administered  during  the  year.  The  task  has  been  much  simplified 
due  to  the  Special  Designations  Regulations  which  prohibit  the 
sale  of  loose  milk  and  which  are  applicable  throughout  the  area. 
The  passing  of  the  old  horse  and  cart  is  not  regretted  and  modern 
motorised  vehicles  designed  for  the  purpose  are  covered  and  so 
constructed  as  to  permit  of  easy  cleaning. 
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Milk  Samples 


The  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  and  biological  purposes  are  as  follows.  Examinations 
were  made  at  the  Swansea  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Laboratory 

No. 

Taken 

No. 
Sati  s- 
factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

% 

Satis- 

factory 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Swansea 
Bacteriological  Examination 

10 

10 

100% 

Biological  Examination  

4 

4 

— 

100% 

Icecream. 

The  remarks  made  in  respect  of  the  milk  supply  apply  equally 
to  icecream  in  that  the  heat  treatment  regulations  have  brought 
a post-war  transformation  in  delivery  and  manufacture.  There 
is  only  one  itinerant  vendor  within  the  area  and  his  mode  of 
manufacture  and  distribution  is  satisfactory.  During  the  summer 
months  vendors  from  outside  the  area  retail  during  late  evenings 
and  at  weekends.  The  Inspectorate  has  been  active  at  these 
times  to  ensure  satisfactory  conditions. 


SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS 
(FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  SECTION  16) 


Purposes  for  which 
Registered 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Total 

Regis- 

tered 

Clyd. 

Gell. 

Maw 

Ynis. 

G 

D.&M. 

God. 

Allt. 

Cwrn. 

*> 

S3 

Manufacture  and 
Sale  : 

(i)  Complete 

1 

2 

l 

4 

3 

Cold  Mix 
(ii)  Hot  Mix 

1 

1 

1 

Sale  : 

(i)  Prepacked 

16 

6 

6 

— 

4 

11 

6 

15 

2 

ll 

77 

(ii)  Loose 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Registered 

17 

6 

6 

— 

4 

13 

7 

16 

3 

12 

84 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  following  are  details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County 
Sampling  Officers  in  the  Pontardawe  Rural  District  during  the  year 
ended  3 1st  December,  1958.  It  is  desired  to  thank  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  supplying  us  with  these  facts. 


Almonds  (ground) 

Apples 

Aspirins 

Baking  Powder  . . . 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

Butter  

Cake  Sponge  Mix  etc. 
Camphorated  Oil 

Cereals  

Cheese  Spread  ... 
Colouring 
Cooking  Oil 
Cornflour 

Cream  

Cream  of  Tartar 
Dessert  Powder  . . . 

Fish  (canned) 

Fish  Paste 
Flavouring 

Flour  

Fruit  (canned)  ... 

Fruit  (dried) 

Gelatine 

Glace  Cherries  ... 

Glucose  

Grape  Nuts 
Gravy  Browning 
Health  Salts 
Ice  Cream 
Icing  Sugar 

Jam  

Lard  ...  ... 

Sausages 

Marmalade 


3 
1 
1 
8 
2 
8 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
7 
1 
6 

4 

4 
1 
2 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 
12 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 


Marzipan 

Meat  Products  (canned) 

Milk  

Mincemeat 
Mint  Sauce 

Molasses 

Orange  & Lemon  Curd 
Pastry  Mix 
Peas  (dried) 

Pepper 

Pudding  (canned) 

Rice  

Sago  

Salad  Cream 

Sauces  

Semolina 
Soft  Drinks 
Soft  Drink  Powder 
Soup  (canned)  ... 
Spaghetti  (canned) 

Spices  

Sugar  

Sweets  

Table  Jelly 

Tapioca 

Tea  

Vegetables  (canned) 

Vinegar  

Ginger  

Peanut  Butter  ... 

Salt  

Soup  Powder 
Yeast  (Brewer’s) 


1 

7 

202 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

12 

1 

7 

2 

4 
2 
1 
3 
1 
9 

5 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 


TOTAL  ... 


397 


Remarks : 

A sample  of  Golden  Raising  Powder  was  found  on  analysis 
not  to  comply  with  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Food  Standards 
(Bakin°  Powder  and  Golden  Raising  Powder)  Order,  1944,  and  to 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Proceedings  were  taken  against 
the  retailer  resulting  in  a fine  of  £2  plus  £l/5s./0d.  Analyst  s fee. 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

1,216 

681 

702 

25,358 

2,441 

Number  Inspected 

1,216 

681 

702 

25,358 

2,441 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

7 

1 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned 

202 

349 

6 

8,813 

744 

Percentage  of  the  Number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticosis 

26.6% 

51.2% 

0.85% 

34.7% 

30.4% 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned 

12 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

52 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

0.98% 

1.90% 

Nil 

Nil 

2.12% 

Cysticercosis 


6 cases  were  found  during  the  year 
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SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
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PARTICULARS  OF  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1958 
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CANCER  DEATHS,  1958 
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CANCER  DEATHS— LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS— 1947-1958 


Year 

Sex 

Total 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

Gwauncae- 

gurwen 

1947 

JM 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

|F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

jM 

9 

3 

1 

2 

3 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

JM 

If 

12 

8 

3 

— 

1 

1950 

JM 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

IF 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1951 

JM 

IF 

7 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1952 

JM 

IF 

12 

9 

2 

— 

1 

1953 

JM 

21 

14 

3 

3 

1 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

JM 

2 

1 

— 



1 

IF 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1955 

JM 

16 

4 

4 

6 

2 

IF 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1956 

JM 

IF 

17 

8 

3 

4 

2 

1957 

JM 

IF 

10 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1958 

JM 

18 

10 

3 

2 

3 

IF 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1958 


WARD  OR  PARISH 

Age  Groups 

Total 

Sex 

Clydach 

5 — 10  years 



M 

1 

1 

F 

10 — 15  years 

— 

M 

1 

1 

F 

TOTALS 

2 

2 
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CANCER  DEATHS  1946—1958 


Year 

Sex 

Total 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

Gwaun- 

caegurwen 

1946 

M 

33 

12 

4 

12 

5 

F 

25 

5 

8 

6 

6 

1947 

M 

28 

15 

6 

4 

3 

F 

27 

7 

9 

4 

7 

1948 

M 

42 

10 

9 

7 

16 

F 

20 

3 

9 

5 

3 

F 

24 

4 

7 

2 

11 

1949 

M 

40 

11 

18 

5 

6 

1950 

M 

33 

10 

8 

6 

9 

F 

23 

8 

5 

4 

6 

1951 

M 

40 

21 

8 

6 

5 

F 

22 

6 

5 

4 

7 

1952 

M 

35 

14 

10 

8 

3 

F 

31 

10 

6 

10 

5 

1953 

M 

47 

25 

8 

9 

5 

F 

28 

8 

8 

6 

6 

1954 

M 

25 

11 

6 

4 

4 

F 

23 

5 

13 

1 

4 

1955 

M 

43 

10 

15 

11 

7 

F 

30 

5 

9 

9 

7 

1956 

M 

46 

21 

10 

9 

£ 

F 

35 

10 

10 

6 

9 

1957 

M 

F 

41 

26 

13 

7 

11 

5 

10 

6 

7 

8 

1958 

M 

F 

55 

33 

20 

11 

13 

8 

11 

6 

11 

8 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


AGES 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 Year 

— 

— 

— 

— 





1 — 4 Years  

— 

— 





____ 

5—14  Years  

— 

— 





___ 

15—24  Years  ...... 

2 

3 

— 

1 



25 — 34  Years  

2 

2 

— 





35 — 44  Years  

— 

1 

— 



- - 





45 — 54  Years  

2 

1 



___ 

1 

55—64  Years  

— 

1 

— 



1 



65  and  upwards 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— _ 



___ 

Age  unknown  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

9 

7 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Rate  of  Incidence  of  New  Cases  : 0.56  per  1,000  population 


Death  Rate  from  this  Disease : 0.06  per  1,000  population 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR,  1958 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

148 

157 

305 

36 

34 

70 

375 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 1 1 .7  per  1 ,000  population 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR,  1958 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

153 

166 

319 

33 

32 

65 

384 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 12.0  per  1,000  population. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS  1948—1958 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Total 
Deaths 
All  Forms 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1948 

18 

10 

28 

— 

1 

1 

29 

1949 

17 

4 

21 

1 

1 

2 

23 

1950 

10 

10 

20 

1 

2 

3 

23 

1951 

8 

8 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1952 

13 

3 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1953 

12 

1 

13 

1 

1 

2 

15 

1954 

8 

2 

10 

2 

— 

2 

12 

1955 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1956 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

I 

4 

1957 

5 

2 

7 

— 

2 

2 

9 

1958 

2 

- 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 
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RAINFALL  IN  1958— AT  WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours 

Number  of 
days  with 
.01  or  more 
recorded 

Inches 

Date 

Inches 

January  , 

6.81 

8/1/58 

1.02 

20 

February  ... 

9.59 

9/2/58 

2.02 

22 

March  

1.40 

28/3/58 

.45 

9 

April  

2.13 

25/4/58 

.88 

10 

May  ...  

6.13 

23/5/58 

.82 

24 

June  ...  i 

6.27 

2/6/58 

1.42 

19 

July  

7.35 

3/7/58 

1.43 

20 

August  

5.59 

24/8/58 

.69 

22 

September  

12.74 

23/9/58 

2.75 

20 

October  < 

6.37 

3/10/58 

1.18 

16 

November  

4.41 

1/11/58 

1.55 

13 

December  ...  

6.81 

19/12/58 

.97 

19 

TOTALS 

75.60 

214 

Rain  Gange. 

Diameter  of  Funnel — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top — Above  ground,  1 foot  6 inches 
Above  Sea  Level,  240  feet. 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  SHOPS’  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT,  1957 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  under  review  has  brought  into  being  further  measures 
concerning  public  health  inspection  which  when  fully  implemented 
will  enable  your  officers  to  improve  local  conditions  still  further. 
The  first  is  the  Appointed  Day  Order  which  under  the  Clean  Air 
Act  names  the  1st  June,  1958,  as  the  date  when  the  main  provisions 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act  of  1956  came  into  force. 

In  the  fields  of  work  normally  reviewed  in  the  report  namely, 
housing,  public  cleansing  and  food  administration,  matters  have 
proceeded  normally.  The  services  concerned  have  been 
administered  in  the  usual  manner  and  adjustments  have  been  made 
where  necessary. 

The  Rent  Act  has  begun  to  make  its  presence  felt  but  as 
predicted  in  a previous  report  its  application  in  this  area  has  not 
caused  undue  hardship  while  on  the  other  hand  it  has  resulted  in  a 
number  of  houses  being  repaired  to  the  required  standard. 

Each  year  that  passes  demonstrates  still  more  how  the  emphasis 
of  public  health  inspection  has  shifted  from  the  strictly  regulatory 
to  the  advisory  and  educative  fields.  The  change  is  welcomed,  for 
willing  cooperation  is  always  to  bepreferred  to  reluctant  compliance. 
The  Department’s  cooperation  in  local  exhibitions  has  shown  the 
keen  desire  of  the  public  to  understand  more  of  public  health  and 
the  Council’s  belief  in  and  support  of  efforts  in  this  as  in  other 
fields  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 


PART  1.— GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 
Inspections  for  the  Year,  1957, 


(a) 

All  types  of  premises  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts 

...  4,860 

(b) 

Infectious  Diseases  

...  173 

(c) 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  etc 

14 

(d) 

Factories  and  Workplaces  

85 

(e) 

Verminous  Premises  

90 

(f) 

Miscellaneous  (including  Food  Stores  and 

Butchers’  Shops)  

...  816 

(g) 

Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1950  

...  732 

(h) 

Inspections  under  Shops  Act,  1950 

...  630 

(i) 

Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises 

...  136 

(j)  Meat  Inspection — see  appropriate  section  of  report. 
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Public  Cleansiug. 

(a)  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

(i)  Direct  Labour  Collection. 

This  service  has  been  continued  during  the  year  on  a normal 
basis  and  no  significant  changes  have  been  made.  The  Council 
has  not  previously  used  Diesel  vehicles  but  consideration  has  been 
given  to  a change-over  on  the  basis  of  cost  reduction.  Considerable 
inquiries  have  been  made  among  authorities  using  diesel  vehicles 
to  ascertain  the  degree  of  air  pollution  experienced  by  low  level 
exhaust  discharge  at  low  speed  and  the  answer  being  not  unsatis- 
factory the  change  has  been  made  in  one  instance.  The  operation 
of  this  vehicle  to  date  has  been  entirely  satisfactory  and  it  is 
proposed  to  convert  the  existing  fleet  to  diesel  operation  as  occasion 
arises. 

The  existing  frequency  of  collection  has  been  maintained  and 
the  working  figures  for  the  >ear  show  that  the  high  frequency  lias 
been  achieved  at  a lower  cost  per  1,000  houses  and  per  1,000 
population  than  the  national  average.  This,  of  course,  follows  the 
trend  of  previous  years.  The  question  of  unauthorised  dumping 
due  to  antisocial  habits  or  unpunctuality  in  placing  refuse  out  for 
collection  has  exercised  the  Council’s  attention  on  a few  occasions. 
The  passing  of  the  Litter  Act  will  now  enable  action  to  be  taken  in 
respect  of  offenders.  In  the  case  of  general  litter  there  are  now 
over  60  litter  bins  in  the  area  and  the  amount  removed  from  these 
receptacles  annually  shows  that  they  are  effective  in  reducing  street 
litter,  save  perhaps  for  the  town  centres. 

(ii)  Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  disposal  has  been  effected  on  the  same  sites  and  no  new 
tipping  points  have  been  commenced.  The  levelling  work  at 
Craigcefnparc  has  proceeded  and  it  is  hoped  to  reach  completion 
before  the  end  of  1959.  The  tips  are  regularly  treated  for  rat  and 
insect  infestations  although  with  the  exception  of  Cwmllynfell  little 
complaint  arises. 

The  greatest  problem  facing  the  Department  in  the  disposal 
of  refuse  is  the  continual  depredation  of  the  protective  tip  fences 
by  animals.  The  ravages  of  Foot  and  Mouth  disease  are  so 
detrimental  to  agricultural  economy  that  every  effort  is  made  to 
keep  animals  from  the  refuse.  It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  our 
agricultural  community  who  would  be  the  first  to  suffer  loss  do 
not  cooperate  more  fully  in  this  matter.  There  is  sound  reason 
to  believe  that  in  some  instances  human  agency  is  responsible  for 
the  fence  breakages. 

(iii)  Contracts. 

Contract  collections  continued  at  Velindre,  Garnswllt,  Cwm- 
llynfell, Rhiwfawr,  Cwmcerdinen,  and  Tynyberllan.  These  areas 
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constitute  but  a fraction  of  the  whole  district  but  as  they  cannot 
be . served  by  a direct  labour  collection  the  present  system 
satisfactorily  ensures  regular  removal  of  household  refuse. 

(b)  NIGHT  SOIL  REMOVAL. 

Contract  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  the  two  areas 
below,  the  number  of  pails  collected  annually  being  also  indicated. 

No.  of  Pails  Removed 
during  the  year  1958 

Rhiwfawr  2,852 

Ynysymond 5,174 


Total  ...  8,026 


Contract  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  that  portion 
of  Rhiwfawr  which  could  not  be  included  in  the  post-war  sewerage 
scheme,  at  Glais,  Cilybebyll,  and  Velindre.  The  number  of  houses 
is  small  and  the  areas  consist  of  those  where  sewering  is  either 
impracticable  or  financially  prohibitive.  Collection  in  all  cases 
is  weekly  and  disposal  effected  by  the  contractor. 

(c)  STREET  CLEANING. 

The  cleansing  of  streets  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 
which  is  the  Highway  Authority.  In  the  course  of  their  street 
sweeping  activities  they  claim  that  part  of  the  material  removed 
is  matter  for  which  the  District  Council  as  a sanitary  authority  is 
responsible  and  for  some  years  now  your  Council  in  common  with 
other  County  District  Councils  has  paid  a proportion  of  the 
cleansing  costs. 

Acting  on  your  Council’s  instructions  surveys  have  from  time 
to  time  been  made  in  order  to  see  if  the  work  has  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily.  The  County  Council  uses  a Lewin  sweeper  and  the 
work  is  in  the  main  carried  out  satisfactorily.  Complaints  some- 
times arise  due  to  parked  cars  causing  obstruction  which  the 
sweeper  has  to  skirt  around.  Since  the  advent  of  litter  bins,  how- 
ever, there  is  less  complaint. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

The  main  functions  devolving  upon  the  Council  in  connection 
with  powered  factories  are  those  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire, 
sanitary  accommodation,  and  certification  of  water  supply.  During 
the  year  every  effort  has  been  made  to  revisit  the  factories  in 
connection  with  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  and  in  this  respect 
there  has  been  liaison  not  only  with  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
but  also  with  the  Fire  Protection  Officer  of  the  Glamorgan  County 
Fire  Service  whose  advice  and  expert  knowledge  on  matters  of  fire 
protection  are  indeed  appreciated.  The  question  of  sanitary 
accommodation  is  in  the  main  adequate.  Our  main  supply  being 
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available  has  brought  no  problem  in  respect  of  water  consumed 
at  these  premises. 

As  in  previous  years  the  supervision  of  industrial  canteens  has 
been  effected  without  incident,  matters  requiring  attention  having 
been  readily  attended  to  by  the  bodies  responsible. 

Rodent  Destruction. 

The  extermination  of  rats  is  as  impossible  of  complete 
achievement  as  clean  air.  The  practicable  objective  must  be 
cleaner  air  and  in  so  far  as  rats  are  concerned  the  objective  must 
be  the  reduction  of  numbers  to  manageable  proportions.  The 
accompanying  table  shows  the  work  accomplished  in  the  last  twelve 
months  and  it  will  be  evident  that  the  service  has  been  in  full 
operation.  Previous  reports  have  indicated  how  the  industrial 
development  of  the  area  with  disused  works,  canals  and  culverts 
provides  excellent  harbourage  for  these  pests.  There  appears  in 
later  months  of  the  year  to  be  an  increase  in  complaint  and 
infestations  which  is  not  confined  to  this  area  alone.  It  might  well 
be  that  the  mild  climatic  conditions  experienced  in  recent  years 
have  extended  the  breeding  period  late  into  one  year  and  enabled 
it  to  commence  earlier  in  the  succeeding  year. 

From  the  immediate  post-war  period  until  this  year  this  work 
has  been  grant  aided  first  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  then  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  direct  relation  to  the 
expenditure  incurred.  The  revision  of  the  grant  system  as  from  the 
1st  April,  1959,  will  alter  this  but  it  will  in  no  way  change  the 
present  method  of  organization  operating  in  the  area. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  formal 
action  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Housing — Repair,  Overcrowding  and  Demolition. 

(a)  Repair. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Public  Health  Act  has  been  the  main 
legal  power  employed  to  obtain  repair  as  it  has  been  found  in 
practice  that  the  statutory  nuisance  sections  of  this  Act  are  more 
convenient  than  the  appropriate  repair  sections  of  the  housing 
statutes.  During  1958,  however,  the  Rent  Act  which  was  in 
operation  for  the  whole  of  the  year  caused  a number  of  houses  to 
be  repaired  independently  of  action  by  the  local  authority  under 
this  Act  as  well  as  following  the  issue  of  certificates  of  disrepair 
through  the  formal  channels.  The  attraction  of  an  enhanced  rental 
equal  to  twice  the  gross  annual  value  plus  rates  has  caused  owners 
to  effect  repairs  prior  to  serving  notices  of  increase  upon  their 
tenants.  In  some  instances  the  advice  of  the  Department  has  been 
sought  by  owners  regarding  the  repair  of  property  prior  to 
implementing  the  Act.  It  has  been  found  in  practice  that  tenants 
generally  were  quite  prepared  to  pay  the  statutory  rent  once  the 
premises  were  made  fit. 
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RODENT  DESTRUCTION,  1958 
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(b)  Overcrowding 

Forty-six  families  living  in  overcrowded  circumstances 
were  rehoused  during  the  year.  As  in  previous  years  overcrowding 
is  a declining  problem  and  almost  invariably  occurs  when  houses 
are  occupied  by  more  than  one  family. 

(c)  Demolition  and  Closure 

The  following  table  indicates  action  taken  during  the  year 
to  close  and  where  appropriate  demolish  houses  incapable  of 
repair  at  reasonable  cost.  The  general  level  of  housing  in  the 
area  is  good  most  properties  being  either  detached  or  semi- 
detached. The  houses  where  action  to  close  is  contemplated  are 
mainly  of  the  terraced  type  and  situated  principally  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Swansea  Valley.  In  so  far  as  individual  unfit 
houses  are  concerned  it  is  frequently  found  that  following  removal 
of  the  tenant  to  a Council  house  the  premises  are  sold  to  people 
who  have  been  made  aware  of  the  undertaking  prior  to  purchase 
and  have  later  repaired  the  properties  to  the  Council’s  satisfaction. 
In  this  way  houses  that  otherwise  would  be  demolished  are  given 
years  of  further  useful  life.  The  application  of  the  improvement 
grant  provisions  to  these  premises  also  enables  them  to  be  brought 
up  to  quite  a good  standard. 


WARD 

Demolition 

Order 

Undertaking 

Accepted 

Undertakings 

Cancelled 

Property 

Demolished 

Cilybebyll  



5 

1 

Alltygrug  

4 

9 

2 



Rhyndwyclydach 

1 

2 



1 

Gellionen 

— 

2 

1 

Caegurwen  

1 

1 



Blaenegel  and  Mawr  . 

6 



2 

Cwmllynfell 

— 

— 

Ynysymond 

— 

1 



Godrergraig 

8 

1 

__ 

Craigcefnparc  . . . 

1 





Velindre/Garnswllt 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

22 

21 

6 

1 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 


(1) 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts) 

813 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2,033 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation 

43 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

(a)  by  Owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Plousing  Act, 

1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

(2)  Premises  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  to 
repair  were  accepted  ... 

(3)  Undertakings  cancelled 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  ... 

Housing  Act,  1957— Part  I. — Overcrowding 
(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year 


665 


105 


Nil 


6 

Nil 


80 


Nil 

Nil 


22 

21 

6 


Nil 


Nil 


133 
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(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ... 


220 

570 

23 

46 

177 


Nil 


Nil 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

One  Common  Lodging  House  only  remains  in  the  area  and 
this  was  registered  during  the  year  as  a satisfactory  premises.  The 
occupants  are  permanent  residents  and  there  is  little  if  any  casual 
use. 


Land  Charges, 

A total  of  342  land  charges  inquiries  were  dealt  with 
departmentally  during  the  year.  These  were  distributed  on  Ward 
basis  as  follows  : — 


Ynysymond 

5 

Clydach 

64 

Cilybebyll 

40 

Gellionen  ... 

28 

Blaenegel  & Mawr 

58 

Mawr 

23 

Alltygrug  

51 

Godrergraig 

20 

Caegurwen  

43 

Cwmllynfell 

10 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

In  an  industrial  valley  such  as  this  the  question  of  air 
pollution  must  assume  importance.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
trapping  mountain  ranges  tend  to  hold  back  pollutants  as  well 
as  the  fact  that  the  valley  running  in  a North  East  — South  West 
direction  faces  the  prevailing  South  West  winds.  These  tend  to 
cause  pollution  drift  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  ends  with 
consequent  deposition  as  the  drift  proceeds.  In  spite  of  these 
factors,  however,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  following  details  of 
deposited  matter  that  the  air  generally  may  be  classed  as  “ fairly 
clean.”  This  is  in  some  part  due  to  the  fact  that  being  in  an 
anthracite  or  semi-anthracite  coal  field  the  coals  used  in  the  area 
are  of  a low  volatile  content  while  at  the  same  time  having  a high 
heating  value.  As  well  as  this  many  of  the  installations  used  in 
connection  with  local  industries  are  gas  or  oil  fired  and  this,  too, 
tends  to  lower  the  amount  of  deposited  matter  falling  from  the 
atmosphere. 


43 


Smoke  Control  Areas 

It  is  open  for  the  authority  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956, 
to  survey,  define,  and  declare  smoke  control  areas  which  with  the 
Minister’s  approval  then  become  operative.  In  such  areas  there 
must  be  a conversion  of  existing  appliances  to  those  of  approved 
types,  3/10  of  the  conversion  cost  being  paid  by  the  local  authority, 
4/10  by  the  Ministry,  and  3/10  by  the  occupier.  In  this  connection 
the  problem  raised  by  concessionary  coal  must  again  be  referred 
to.  While  many  of  our  larger  housing  estates  lend  themselves 
naturally  to  definition  as  smoke  control  areas  the  restriction  that 
would  be  imposed  by  such  declaration  upon  miners  within  those 
estates  would  be  such  as  to  prevent  their  using  any  but  approved 
means  of  heating  and  likely  to  cause  difficulty.  As  your  Council’s 
representative  to  the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air  and  a member 
of  that  body’s  executive  council  the  writer  has  become  aware  that 
the  problem  is  common  to  all  coal  mining  areas  and  one  that 
needs  solution  at  national  level. 

Action  Taken  During  the  Year 

During  the  year  under  review  it  has  not  been  necessary  save 
in  one  instance  to  take  formal  action.  The  instance  concerned 
involved  an  industrial  process  producing  smoke  other  than  dark 
smoke.  The  problem  was  resolved  by  the  service  of  a notice  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  abatement  of  nuisance  while 
informally  the  owner  carried  out  certain  works  at  the  Department’s 
suggestion  which  resulted  in  diminution  if  not  complete  abatement 
of  the  nuisance. 

Prior  approval  of  steam  raising  installations  has  been  given 
in  one  instance.  This  concerned  a large  industrial  undertaking 
within  the  area.  The  boilers  proposed  to  be  installed  are 
mechanicallly  stoked  on  the  chain  grate  system  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  they  will  in  operation  be  other  than 
entirely  satisfactory. 


Month 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Deposited  Matter 
Tons  per  sq.  mile 

Mg.  of  SO  it  day  collected  by  100  sq.cm, 
of  Batch  A PbO 2 ( louvered  cover) 

Council  Offices 
Pontardawe 

County  Yard 
Clydach 

15.24 

1.18 

0.97 

28.74 

1.47 

1.18 

7.93 

1.06 

0.98 

10.10 

0.84 

0.88 

21.93 

0.70 

1.04 

12.18 

0.44 

0.50 

13.47 

0.41 

0.64 

16.44 

0.36 

0.48 

17.17 

0.50 

0.55 

12.90 

0.67 

0.54 

8.93 

0.90 

0.79 

19.84 

0.88 

0.98 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
(1)  Milk 

A comparison  of  the  present  report  with  its  corresponding 
section  of  20  years  ago  will  indicate  the  complete  change  which 
has  been  wrought  in  milk  production  and  distribution  in  that 
period.  In  the  agricultural  acres  which  surround  the  industrial 
portion  of  the  area  are  many  farms  and  most  of  them  are 
producers  of  milk.  Some  twenty  years  ago  many  of  the  farmers 
were  small  producer  retailers  and  the  milk  they  retailed  was 
ungraded  and  untreated.  Today,  most  of  the  producers  concerned 
supply  milk  directly  to  the  large  creameries  and  all  milk  retailed 
in  the  area  is  either  heat  treated  or  designated. 

Samples  of  designated  milk  have  been  taken  during  the  year 
and  supervision  effected  over  retail  distribution  in  order  to  ensure 
that  milk  is  delivered  to  the  consumer  in  the  same  condition  as 
it  leaves  the  producing  or  treatment  premises. 

There  are  no  heat  treatment  premises  within  the  area  of  this 
authority  but  the  Department  has  received  the  fullest  co-operation 
from  creameries  in  other  districts  who  suppply  the  area. 

Milk  Supply 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Dairies  and  Milk 


shops  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  Number  of  Dairies  which  were  internally  recon- 

ditioned, new  floors  and  channels  in  cement  concrete, 
additional  windows  fixed  for  improving  the  lighting, 
ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs,  etc.  erected  Nil 

(c)  New  Daries  erected  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  Dairies  limewashed  on  internal  surfaces 
of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the  result 

of  informal  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  3 


Meat  Inspection 

Since  decontrol  of  slaughtering  in  1954  your  Department  has 
been  able  to  maintain  a 100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered 
at  licensed  premises  within  the  area  for  human  consumption.  When 
it  is  remembered  that  the  total  kill  is  in  the  region  of  some  30,000 
animals  that  is  a satisfactory  achievement.  When  regard  is  had 
also  to  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  following  inspection  (see 
accompanying  table)  the  importance  of  this  work  becomes  evident. 

It  has  become  apparent  during  the  past  year  that  changes 
are  likely  to  take  place  in  slaughtering  policy.  It  would  appear 
that  the  original  post-war  conception  of  large  scale  centralised 
abattoirs  serving  the  country  has  undergone  a change  and  as  a 
result  the  continuance  of  existing  small  slaughterhouses  in  im- 
proved  structural  form  must  be  envisaged  as  part  of  future  policy. 
1 his  view  has  found  further  confirmation  in  national  pronounce- 
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No.  of  Animals 
Slaughtered  & 
Inspected 

Organ 

Involved 

Disease 

No.  of 
Affe 
Cows 

Miimals 

ctcd 

Others 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
Cows  Others 

(lbs.) 

Bo  vines 

Liver 

Abscess 

39 

32 

466 

285 

Anaemia 

1 

16 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

2 

1 

32 

14 

Cirrhosi  s / Necrosis 

170 

87 

1,496 

722 

C.  Bovis 

2 

4 

29 

40 

Steers  463 

Distomatosis 

129 

185 

823 

883 

Heifers  753 

Hydatid  C.sts 

51 

16 

837 

215 

Cows /Bulls  681 

Malformation 

1 

14 

Peritonitis 

1 

1 

16 

14 

1,897 

Physiological 

DegcneruLiu.i 

1 

20 

Telangiectasis 

37 

4 

570 

32 

Tuberculosis 

2 

3 

30 

40 

Lungs 

Abscess 

51 

24 

441 

219 

Anaemia 

1 



14 



C.  Bovis 

2 

4 

34 

54 

Emphysema 

2 

1 

28 

12 

Hydatid  Cysts 

65 

28 

1,011 

290 

Pleurisy 

16 

10 

180 

93 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

26 

24 

Tuberculosis 

8 

8 

128 

no 

Head 

Actinobacillosis 

5 

5 

139 

144 

Actinomycosis 

1 

3 

24 

96 

Ana  mia 

1 



30 



C.  Bovis 

2 

4 

58 

116 

Tuberculosis 

8 

6 

240 

180 

Tongue 

Actinobacillosis 

3 

4 

25 

24 

Actinomycosis 

1 

2 

6 

12 

C.  Bovis 

2 

4 

12 

24 

Tuberculosis 

8 

5 

48 

30 

Diaphragm 

C.  Bovis 

2 

4 

4 

12 

Thick 

Skirt 

Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Heart 

Anaemia 

1 



4 



C.  Bovis 

2 

4 

12 

24 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Pericarditis 

2 

1 

10 

6 

Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Kidney 

Abscess 

2 

— 

’0 

— 

Fat  Necrosis 

1 

— 

12 

— 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

— 

6 

— 

Hydraemia 

1 

— 

8 

— 

Hydronephrosis 

1 

1 

4 

4 

Nephritis 

1 

— 

8 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

— 

10 

Spleen 

Abscess 

1 

— 

5 

— 

Anaemia 

1 

— 

6 

— 

Bruising 

— 

1 

— 

6 

C.  Bovis 

2 

4 

8 

16 

Hydatid  Cysts 

4 

— 

23 

— 

Peritonitis 

1 

— 

6 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Adrenal  Body 

Abscess 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Carcase 

Abscess 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Anaemia 

1 

— 

470 

— 

Bruising 

4 

— 

84 

77 

C Bovis 

— 

1 

— 

500 

Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

•110 

1,150 

46 


No.  of  Animal 
Slaughtered  & 
Inspected 

Organ 

Involved 

Disease 

No.  of  Animals 
Affected 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
(lbs.) 

Calves 

702 

Heart 

Pericarditis 

2 

1 2 

Kidney 

Haemorrhagic 

1 

1 1 

Liver 

Umbilical  Pyrexia 

1 

l 3 

1 

Lungs 

Abscess 

1 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

Sheep 

Liver 

Abscess 

1,150 

522 

Including 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

1 

4 

Rams  a id  Ewes 

Cirrhosis  / Necrosis 

431 

538 

25,358 

Congestion 

1 

2 

Hydatid  Cysts 

838 

816 

Parasites 

6,355 

3,430 

Lungs 

Abscess 

79 

71 

Congestion 

21 

42 

Hydatid  Cysts 

719 

1,187 

Melanosis 

1 

2 

Parasites 

4,692 

1,876 

Pneumonia 

3,006 

1,858 

Heart 

Abscess 

1 

1 

Hydatid  Cysts 

2 

1 

Pericarditis 

1 

1 

Kidney 

Abscess 

1 

4 

Hydronephrosis 

1 

1 

Carcase 

Abscess 



4 

— 

24 

Arthritis 

14 

112 

Bruising 

10 

156 

Deformity 

1 

6 

Dropsy 

2 

60 

Emaciation 
Extra  Uterine 

3 

75 

Pregnancy 

1 

8 

Lymphadenoma 

1 

34 

Moribund 

1 

43 

Pigs 

Liver 

Abscess 

3 

4 

Including 

Hepatitis 

1 

3 

Sows,  Boars, 

Hydatid  Cysts 

13 

45 

etc. 

Inflamation 

5 

19 

2.441 

Parasites 

607 

651 

Lungs 

Congestion 

37 

75 

Hydatid  Cysts 

5 

10 

Parasites 

66 

71 

Pleurisy 

15 

29 

Pneumonia 

504 

607 

Head 

Tuberculosis 

52 

435 

Heart 

Pericarditis 

62 

51 

Carcase 

Bruising 

1 

90 

Total  Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected  : 30,398 
Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned  : 26,287  lbs. 

= 11|  tons  approximately 
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mciits  made  up  to  the  time  of  writing.  The  advent  of  new 
regulations  governing  the  hygiene  of  slaughterhouses  will  in  the 
near  future  require  certain  structural  improvements  to  be  effected 
and  it  is  believed  possible  to  effect  these  changes  in  so  far  as  the 
Council’s  premises  are  concerned. 

Slaughterhouse  hygiene  is  gaining  increasing  attention.  This 
is  rightly  so  as  unhygienic  practices  at  this  stage  could  lay  The 
foundation  of  the  food  poisoning  incidents  that  from  time  to  time 
occur  with  regretably  high  frequency  throughout  the  country. 

The  high  level  of  kill  in  the  area  has  again  been  sufficient  to 
enable  your  council  to  obtain  a grant  from  the  Ministry  towards 
the  cost  of  meat  inspection. 


Food  Hygiene 

Reference  was  made  in  the  section  on  meat  inspection  to  food 
poisoning.  The  report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  for  1958 
shows  over  7,000  recorded  outbreaks  during  that  year.  Most 
of  the  outbreaks  were  due  to  Salmonellae  type  organisms  and  it 
is  clear  that  this  figure  could  be  materially  reduced  if  more 
attention  was  paid  by  food  handlers  to  the  basic  principles  of  food 
hygiene.  Contamination  of  food  in  circumstances  giving  rise  to 
food  poisoning  occurs  as  a result  of  accident,  ignorance,  or 
deliberate  lack  of  regard  for  hygienic  practice  and  the  Department 
through  inspection  and  education  a>ms  to  alleviate  the  avoidable 
accident,  educate  where  there  is  ignorance  and  prosecute  where 
public  health  is  endangered  by  deliberate  disregard. 

Education  must  not  be  confined  only  to  the  food  handler 
but  extended  to  the  public  so  that  there  is  knowledge  of  how  food 
should  be  kept  at  home  as  well  as  ability  to  recognize  lack  of 
hygiene  at  food  premises.  An  informed  public  can  do  a great 
deal  to  assist  your  Officers  in  stamping  out  these  threats  to  health. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Local  Application 

Food  traders  in  the  area  have  generally  co-operated  and 
necessary  improvements  have  been  made  by  them  where  required 
in  their  premises.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  institute  proceedings 
against  any  food  handlers  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  number 
of  mobile  shops  operating  from  within  and  without  the  district 
is  increasing.  No  instance  has  been  found  where  they  did  not 
comply  with  the  regulatory  requirements. 
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Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area  by  Type  of  Business 

Number  of  Shops 

Bakers  and  Pastrycooks  (Including  all  bread 


and  flour  confectioners)  ...  ...  ...  16 

Butchers  (Including  Pork  Butchers)  ...  40 

Coffee,  Milk  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  18 

Confectioners  (Sv/eets  and  Chocolates)  ...  140 

(Including  Theatres,  O'nemas 
Departmental  Stores,  Newsagents,  etc.) 

Fishmongers:  Wet  ...  ...  ...  21 

Fried  ...  ...  ...  24 

Fruiterers  & Green  grocers  (Excluding  Stall 
Holders  & Hawkers)  ...  ...  ...  86 

Grocers,  Tea  and  Provision  Dealers  ...  ...  189 

Restaurants  & Cafes  (Unlicensed)  ...  ...  16 


Icecream 

No  difficulty  has  arisen  regarding  the  implementation  of  the 
regulations  but  advice  has  been  offered  regarding  manufacturing 
methods  in  two  cases.  Most  of  the  icecream  retailed  in  the  area 
is  manufactured  by  one  of  four  national  firms  and  no  case  has 
been  found  of  the  product  being  unsatisfactory. 


Licensed  Premises 

All  licensed  premises  in  the  area  were  surveyed  in  the  month 
of  November.  The  main  points  taken  into  account  were  the 
structural  conditions,  sanitary  condition,  equipment,  and  hygienic 
methods.  Copies  of  the  survey  were  made  available  to  the 
licensing  authorities  for  consideration  should  they  so  desire  at  the 
appropriate  time. 


Unfit  Foods 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  inspected  and  found  to 
be  unsound,  and  surrendered  voluntarily  for  condemnation  : 


Apples 27  lbs. 

Barley  Flour  4 Tins 

Bacon  & Ham  52  lbs. 

Beverage  Powder 13  Tins 

Cooked  Ham  449  lbs. 

Cheese 33  lbs. 

Flour  Mixtures 64  Pkts. 

Fruit  (Tinned)  77  Tins 

Jellies  144  Pkts. 


Meat  (Fresh  374  lbs. 

Meat  (Tinned) 170  Tins 

Meat  (Sandwiched)  20 

Poultry  24  lbs. 

Raising  Powder  28  Tins 

Soup  Powder  36  Pkts. 

Sauces  7 BoPs. 

Salt  2 Tins 

Fruit  Jars  36 

Tins  (assorted)  598 
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Disinfection. 

The  Department  has  continued  its  disinfection  service 
particularly  in  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Clothing  and  bedding  is 
collected  by  van  and  returned  as  promptly  as  possible,  terminal 
disinfection  of  the  room  concerned  having  been  effected  following 
removal. 

1.  Number  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 

Disease  cases  173 

2.  Number  of  premises  fumigated  or  otherwise 

disinfected  41 

3.  Number  of  cases  where  clothes  were  disinfected  ...  10 

4.  Number  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed  after 

Tuberculosis  Nil 

Householders  were  provided  with  disinfectant  and  disinfecting 
soap,  precautionary  measures  for  preventing  spread  of  infection 
being  fully  explained.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  those  cases 
nursed  at  home.  Children  of  school  age  were  excluded  for  the 
appropriate  time,  where  necessary. 

Disinfestation. 

Numerous  calls  are  made  on  the  Department  during  the  year 
for  assistance  in  dealing  with  pests  that  afflict  manufacturing 
premises  and  households  generally.  In  the  main  the  complaints 
are  those  of  flies  and  cockroaches  but  from  time  to  time  the 
intrusion  of  ants,  bees,  carpet  beetles  and  other  pests  cause 
difficulty  and  in  every  case  assistance  has  been  given  as  the 
Department  is  better  equipped  both  in  knowledge  and  pesticide 
to  deal  with  the  trouble  than  is  the  average  householder.  No 
instance  of  insect  resistance  has  been  recorded  during  the  year 
but  care  is  taken  on  every  occasion  to  see  that  the  pesticide  is 
functioning  efficiently. 

Departmental  Distribution  of  Disinfectants  and  Insecticides. 

Disinfectant  (Liquid)  94  tins 

Disinfectant  Soap  62  lbs. 

PART  II.— ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

In  accordance  with  the  Agreement  between  this  Authority  and 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  the  Report  annually  required  is 
herewith  submitted  on  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 
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1.  — Early  Closing. 

The  early  closing  day  varies  in  the  district  by  reason  of  traders 
having  exercised  their  legal  right  of  opting  for  the  alternate  day. 
The  exercise  of  the  above  right  has  resulted  in  a variation  of  day 
within  the  same  township.  The  community  however,  appears  to 
be  well  served.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  ensure  that 
premises  open  for  the  sale  of  exempted  goods  do  not  sell  articles 
not  included  in  the  Schedule. 

2.  — Closing  Hours. 

Shops  within  the  area  close  according  to  the  times  set  out 
in  the  Act. 

The  hours  of  closing  permitted  by  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
operate  within  the  area,  the  local  Closing  Order  of  1915  being 
invalid,  due  to  incompatibility  with  the  above  Act. 

3.  — Sunday  Trading. 

It  has  been  noted  that  small  shops,  particularly  those  where 
mixed  sale  exists  and  where  there  are  housing  estates  near  are 
sometimes  tempted  to  infringe  the  Sunday  Trading  Provisions  of 
the  Act.  Visits  are  now  being  made  on  Sunday  to  various  parts 
of  the  area  in  order  to  ensure  that  statutory  provisions  are 
complied  with. 

4.  — Employment  of  Young  Persons. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  Young 
Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938,  are  generally  observed  within 
the  area.  The  hours  of  work  of  these  young  persons  and  the 
conditions  of  their  employment  are  duly  investigated  during 
routine  inspections. 

No  matters  affecting  young  persons  and  requiring  action  under 
the  above  Act  arose  during  the  year.  Liaison  with  the  Youth 
Employment  Bureau  has  proved  of  much  assistance  in  the 
administration  of  these  provisions  . 

5.  — Authorised  Officers. 

Your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  first  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  are  Authorised  Officers  under  the  above 
Act. 


6.— General  Observations  on  the  Year’s  Work. 

During  1958,  630  inspections  were  made  for  matters  falling 
within  the  Shops  Act,  1950.  S 
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In  order  to  ensure  that  the  hours  of  closing  and  the  provisions 
with  regard  to  Sunday  trading  are  being  observed,  visits  have 
been  made  during  the  evenings  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  ;n 
general  it  is  felt  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  being  respected. 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Shops  Inspector. 
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